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By the Sword and the Cross: The Historical Evolution of the Catholic World
Monarchy in Spain and the New World, 1492-1825. By Charles A. Truxillo.
(Westport: Greenwood Press, 2001. 124 pp. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. $62.00 cloth.)
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Charles A. Truxillo attempts to "present a macrohistorical overview
of Spanish America within the context of the Catholic Monarchy of Cas
tile... emphasizing the 'big picture' -the great movements and interrelations
of peoples, countries, ideas, economics, and civilizations..., placing Spanish
America in the mainstream of world history" (p. 1). In the introduction, the
author admits that "most of the ideas and facts incorporated in the book are
well known to scholars and the learned public-much of the information is
also of a general nature" (p. 1). Truxillo states that his purpose is to focus on
the relationship between the Indies and the Castilian metropoli, addressing
particularly "the evolution of Spain's theory of empire, church-state rela
tions, and the emergence of Creole patriotism" (pp. 1-2). In view of the
text's length, the author's claim is rather high; unfortunately, it has not been
fulfilled.
The book is divided into an introduction, four chronologically ar
ranged chapters, and a conclusion. The introduction, apart from presenting
the general outline of the book, includes a tour de force through the prehis
panic history of the Americas. The first chapter, "Spain in World History,"
addresses the history of the Iberian peninsula from the "first homo-sapien
societies" (pp. 11-12) to the end of the fifteenth century. Chapter two sums
up Spanish history in Europe from the Catholic kings to the eighteenth
century. Chapter three relates the discovery and conquest of Spanish
America until 1556, and chapter four describes what the author calls the
"Pax Hispanica" from 1556 to 1825. The conclusion offers a very short
overview of the history of Spanish America from independence to the
present.
The main structural problem of the book is that it has practically no
guiding concept(s) or thesis, apart from the author's declared sympathy for
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"the philosophy and ideology of Hispanismo and the Hispanidad movement"
(p. 2). Instead, the reader quickly tires of the endless chronology of facts,
events, and names, which is occasionally interrupted by a few short and very
general considerations. His comparative claim serves only to extend the
presentation of facts to other parts of the world.
A second dilemma is that Truxillo does not show much care when
using explanatory terms and concepts. For instance, the "Pax Hispanica" is
an established term for characterizing the foreign policy of King Philip III,
and there is no obvious reason or explanation why Truxillo extends it to a
much wider period. This reviewer also doubts that describing the Re
conquista as a "Catholic jihad" (p. 28) or the Spanish Monarchy as a
"Gunpowder Empire" (pp. 36-38) is really helpful. The same must be said
about calling the Spanish Inquisition a "secret police" (p. 39), or speaking
anachronistically of "state," "nation," or "absolutism" when dealing with the
Castilian Monarchy during the Middle Ages (p. 34). Furthermore, in these
three examples mentioned, and also in other cases, Truxillo refers to
secondary sources which do not coincide with or even contradict his judge
ments.
The third considerable deficiency of the book regards the selection
of secondary sources. What the author calls a "comprehensive bibliography"
(p. 2) is a rather eclectic assemblage of titles (almost exclusively books
except for three articles) with little consideration for purpose or actuality. In
summary, one must say that while the lack of originality makes the book
rather uninteresting for scholars, the innumerable facts impair its usefulness
as a general orientation for students. In addition, the cultural-pessimistic
outlook onto present-day Latin America and the na1ve glorification of the lost
Spanish Golden Age in the conclusion leaves the reader utterly disturbed.
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